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Added to these events is the reality that the most vulnerable communiti es in the 

country have faced environmental threats, parti cularly those related to broad 
deforestati on, limited access to drinking water, and soil erosion. This has signifi cantly 

increased the challenges faced by several communiti es, even reducing their capacity 

to feed themselves. 

According to the UN Food and Agriculture Organisati on (FAO), nearly 4.1 million 

Haiti ans – more than a third of the populati on – live in conditi ons of food insecurity, 

and 2.1% of children suff er from severe malnutriti on. Scarce rainfall, exacerbated by 

temperature rises due to the climate crisis, has permanently aff ected a large part of 

the country.

The Haiti an authoriti es’ management of the COVID-19 context raised serious doubt 

regarding human rights guarantees. Aft er the fi rst two coronavirus cases were 

confi rmed in March 2020, then President Jovenel Moise used an order issued by the 

Council of Ministries to declare a month-long countrywide state of health emergency. 
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The Moise - Joseph administrati on then extended the state of emergency for a further 

month (20 April - 20 May), adding other measures. Several human rights organisati ons 

denounced the violati on of fundamental human rights and good governance principles, 

without results to justi fy the funds spent during the period. Meanwhile, people were 

forced to stay at home without any concrete humanitarian aid. 

The state of emergency was not regulated by any law, which is a violati on of fundamental 

human rights principles. Measures were adopted without any legal framework, for 

example a curfew of 5 to 10 hours that was declared in a press release issued by the 

Prime Minister. Declaring the state of emergency appeared as an opportunity for the 

authoriti es to violate good governance principles and increase corrupti on. 

Public procurement laws were totally ignored and contracts were made without 

the knowledge of the High Court of Audits and Contenti ous Administrati ve Aff airs 

(CSCCA for its acronym in French). The authoriti es did not take a single valid measure 

to address the people’s problems created by the pandemic or to guarantee respect 

for their fundamental rights. Some government declarati ons created loopholes to 

suppress the protest movement against the government, restricti ng people’s right to 

protest and – importantly – to organise.

In this context of politi cal, economic, social, and health crisis, the government enabled 

and practi ced the grabbing of ferti le lands in several areas of the country. In fact, 

during the last years – parti cularly aft er the 12 January 2010 earthquake – TNCs along 

with the Haiti an State and local bourgeoisie decided to develop several mega-projects 

(mining, industrial free-export zones, tourism, and agribusiness) that are counter to 

the fundamental interests of the local populati on.

The implementati on of these projects entail the targeti ng of peasants in several 

departments across the country, especially in the North and Northeast regions; 

peasants have been persecuted, inti midated and violently att acked by politi cal and 

judicial authoriti es protected by the governing party (Tet Kale Haiti an Party – PHTK for 

its acronym in Haiti an Creole) and by large landowners. 

A group of rural residents regularly grab land to benefi t zealous supporters of power, 

provoking land confl icts in these areas and further impoverishing peasant communiti es 

whose main economic acti viti es rely on agriculture. 
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An emblemati c case is the presidenti al decree circulated in the offi  cial newspaper Le 

Moniteur, published on 8 February 2021 (the day aft er Moise should have fi nished 

his term). The decree handed 8,600 hectares of land over to one family to create the 

Savane Diana Agro-industrial Free-Export Zone. This decision aggravated the situati on 

of tens of thousands of peasant families who take care of the peasant economy and 

are responsible for the country’s food sovereignty. 

The Savane Diane region covers a territory that cuts across three of the most 

important agricultural departments in Haiti : the North, Centre, and Arti bonite. Due to 

the region’s agricultural signifi cance, in 2018, the Agriculture Ministry labelled Savane 

Diane as one of fi ve priority areas to ensure the country’s food self-suffi  ciency. This 

savannah covers an area of approximately 200,000 hectares and produces all kinds of 

food: peas, okra, rice, peanuts, sugar cane, millet, moringa, several varieti es of fruit, 

as well as medicinal plants whose producti on has been of great importance in the 

fi ght against COVID - 19.
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Some of the main land-grabbing that took place during the PHTK regimen 
(from Joseph Michel Martelly’s presidency up to Jovenel Moise’s presidency) 
include:

-  High-level offi  cials in the Northeast department (specifi cally in Trou-du-

Nord) who forced more than 800 families to abandon their lands to create 

the Agritrans S.A. Corporati on headed by Moise.

-  The 8 February 2021 presidenti al decree published in the offi  cial   

 newspaper Le Moniteur granti ng more than 8,600 hectares of land   

 for the above-menti oned Savane Diana Agro-industrial 

 Free-Export Zone.

- The dispossession perpetrated by representati ves of Moise and his wife 

Marti ne in the former Habitati on Dauphin, located in the Northeast 

department. These lands had been culti vated by peasants in the 1980s; on 

30 April 1995, President Aristi de’s administrati on granted the peasants the 

legal right to produce on these vast plots of land. This right was confi rmed in 

a presidenti al decree published in the offi  cial newspaper Le Moniteur.
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4.1 Reaffi  rming collecti ve popular 
politi cal subjects

Lati n American peoples and their social movements and organisati ons conti nue to 

resist dispossession and displacement as well as the systemic human rights violati ons 

discussed throughout this document. 

The recent electi ons in Chile and Honduras, and Bolivia’s reversal of the coup d’état 

through the October 2020 electi ons that returned the Movement Towards Socialism 

(MAS for its acronym in Spanish) to power, exemplify the results of this popular 

resistance. 

In additi on to their role in electoral scenarios, collecti ve popular politi cal subjects 

are crucial in maintaining important struggles in the region such as resisti ng the 

Free Trade Agreement between the European Union and MERCOSUR. They are also 

central in expressing eff ecti ve solidarity with the social sectors and communiti es most 

neglected by the consequences of the neoliberal model and the pandemic to which 

it gave rise, accompanying the mobilisati on of Indigenous Peoples in Brazil, and many 

other acti ons that sustain the possibility of contesti ng the politi cal arena against the 

right and its criminal agents. 

4

Reponses from peoples and 
their social movements
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34 For further informati on on how ATALC conceptualises these initi ati ves, projects, and initi ati ves, please see: Nansen, Karin 
and Urrea, Danilo. ATALC and the constructi on of peoples’ emancipatory agendas and initi ati ves 2020. Published by ATALC: 
htt ps://atalc.org/wpcontent/uploads/2021/03/ATALC_PROYECTOSEMANCIPATORIOS_INGLES-.pdf
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The results obtained through peoples’ struggles in diff erent spheres and levels 

encourage us to reaffi  rm the importance of the collecti ve popular subject in making it 

possible to conti nue the resistances and to develop popular emancipatory proposals, 

initi ati ves and paradigms.34  These have concrete expressions in diff erent countries 

and at a regional level, and must conti nue to advance as sovereign proposals of 

the peoples. The protagonists of these initi ati ves are the peasant communiti es, 

Indigenous Peoples, Black/Afro-descendent communiti es, women, who together have 

demonstrated the viability of their processes that nurture the building of movements 

and people power. 
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4.2  The Conti nental Platf orm 
for Democracy and Against 
Neoliberalism as a politi cal subject 
presenti ng a peoples’ response

Several organisati ons in the region initi ated the Conti nental Platf orm for Democracy and 

Against Neoliberalism35 (hereaft er the Conti nental Platf orm) from an understanding of 

the need to develop a programmati c agenda for joint struggle through the creati on 

of spaces for collecti ve constructi on based on unity in diversity and on trust. In 2015, 

ten years aft er the victory against the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA), social 

movements and organisati ons agreed on four themati c areas to confront the power 
of TNCs and free trade in the region, while at the same ti me working together to build 
and defend democracy and promote the integrati on of peoples. 

The convergence of these social movements has developed based on the constructi on 

of a collecti ve politi cal subject that can provide jointly coordinated responses to the 

violati ons of peoples’ rights in the region. These responses emerge in the context of 

conti nental mobilisati on, with unifi ed or decentralised processes, enabling dialogue 

and the projecti on of a programmati c agenda among organisati ons from the world of 

work, peasants, popular feminists, oppositi on to debt, etc. 

35 The organisati ons and movements that currently make up the Conti nental Platf orm are: World March of Women (WMW), 
Lati n American Coordinati on of Peasant Organizati ons (CLOC - La Vía Campesina for its acronym in Spanish), Trade Union 
Confederati on of the Americas (TUCA), Friends of the Earth Lati n America and the Caribbean (ATALC for its acronym in 
Spanish), Capítulo Cubano de Organizaciones Sociales, ALBA Movimientos, Jubilee South Americas (JSA), the Movement of 
Peoples Aff ected by Dams in Lati n America (MAR for its acronym in Spanish), and Grassroots Global Justi ce (GGJ).
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During the health crisis and the movement restricti ons due to the state of emergency 

because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the organisati ons and movements remained 

in constant communicati on, analysing the context and current situati on, promoti ng 

internati onalist solidarity with peoples aff ected by the violati ons of their rights, and 

maintaining connecti on with the territories both at the nati onal and regional level. 

The Conti nental Platf orm will conti nue to work to achieve an appropriate correlati on 

of forces in the region, and to denounce the atrociti es committ ed against the Lati n 

American peoples, as it has done so far in relati on to Honduras, Brazil, Colombia, 

Chile, Haiti , among others. The Platf orm will accompany organisati ons advocati ng 

for the adopti on of the Internati onal Legally Binding Instrument on Transnati onal 

Corporati ons and Human Rights (Binding Treaty), denouncing the growing power of 

TNCs, and developing integrati on proposals for peoples’ sovereignty at the nati onal, 

regional, and conti nental level. 
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We understand internati onalist solidarity as a politi cal principle for convergence 

and acti on. “Solidarity means rising and mobilising against all forms of oppression: 
patriarchy, class exploitati on, racism, colonialism, imperialism. Collecti vely confronti ng 
violence committ ed against our peoples, which seeks to strip them of their capacity 
to organise and struggle.”36 Struggles for a holisti c justi ce require solidarity with 

the demands of women, workers, Indigenous Peoples, and peasants, making their 

struggles our own, no matt er where in the world they take place. 

Today more than ever, we must strengthen solidarity among our peoples in defence 

of water and territory, in the constructi on of energy and food sovereignty, in the care 

for seeds and the promoti on of agroecology, among other acti ons to ensure collecti ve 

well-being, while in turn confronti ng patriarchy, racism, and colonialism.  

5
Internati onalist Solidarity to 
defend peoples’ sovereignty

36 Part of the visions in Friends of the Earth Lati n America and the Caribbean (ATALC), 2020. Unpublished document. 
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5.1 Refl ecti ons on FoEI’s Internati onalist 
Solidarity System and the 
parti cipati on of ATALC and allied 
movements and organisati ons   

Over the last years, FoEI has worked with strategic allies to build an Internati onalist 

Solidarity System (ISS). The impetus for this initi ati ve comes from an awareness of the 

adverse reality facing popular subjects – not only in Lati n America and the Caribbean 

but also in other places around the world, primarily in the Global South. We have 

already menti oned some elements of this reality earlier in this document. The fi rst 

step in developing the ISS was to develop a politi cal-conceptual framework regarding 

the rights of peoples and defenders of territory, agreeing on the need to act in a 

coordinated manner to confront the brutality that social acti vists face. 

The ISS has four areas of work: politi cal formati on and educati on; documentati on 

and analysis; rapid response systems; and mobilisati on for politi cal acti on. These 

elements are combined to strengthen the federati on’s work as well as the work with 

allied organisati ons and their own rights-defence initi ati ves, seeking to build eff ecti ve 

mechanisms to make internati onalist solidarity a reality and convene more actors to 

be part of the process. 

The ISS is also developing a platf orm for working online that will enable access to digital 

tools related to the four areas of work, promoti ng the development of communicati ons 

tools that are secure and outside corporate control. These tools should contribute to 

politi cal formati on in the diff erent places of the world where threats to rights and 

the dynamics of violence conti nue to claim the lives and freedom of human rights 

defenders. 

It is precisely due to the increasing forms of violence and criminalisati on that are 

gradually expanding throughout Lati n America and the Caribbean that we would like 

to present some refl ecti ons based on our work in the region as part of the constructi on 

and implementati on of the ISS. 
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5.1.1 The permanent process of politi cal formati on 
is indispensable

Ongoing politi cal formati on enables collecti ve programmati c visioning, transmission 

of knowledge between diff erent generati ons and politi cal subjects, and exchange of 

knowledge between diff erent actors involved in the popular struggle. This has been 

historically emphasised and embodied by social movements that work to create 

popular politi cal projects, and which have faced att acks by TNCs and other violent 

actors. 

Analysing the context and current situati on from the perspecti ve of the realiti es 

that social movements face enables a bett er understanding of the needs of politi cal 

subjects aff ected by threats to their territories and to their emancipatory initi ati ves; it 

also facilitates the development and implementati on of jointly coordinated responses. 

In building and consolidati ng the ISS, permanent politi cal formati on has enabled us 

to broaden knowledge and parti cipati on in the creati on of this space for collecti ve 

response. Its conti nuity is indispensable, as is the expansion of parti cipati on by diff erent 

structures and regions in the Federati on, the accompaniment of allied movements 

and organisati ons, and its gradual constructi on along with popular territorial subjects.   

5.1.2 Documentati on and analysis based on 
environmental justi ce programmati c 
categories

As discussed earlier, defending peoples’ rights involves categories and demands that 

are specifi c to environmental justi ce, and that are in dialogue with territorial, nati onal, 

and regional realiti es, as well as with FoEI’s and ATALC’s historical programmati c 

developments. Through the development of the ISS, we have understood the 

importance of documentati on and analysis of rights violati ons using the main 

categories created by our Internati onal Programmes, which refl ect the concrete reality 

in which violati ons take place. 

Thus, the categories of privati sati on, commodifi cati on, fi nancializati on of nature, land-

grabbing, false soluti ons, etc. inform the analysis and guide the acti ons we must take 

to further environmental justi ce. This is relevant because documentati on and analysis 
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of the violati ons is not limited to the characteristi cs of method, ti me, and place. We 

must locate the situati on, context, and confl ict in which the violati ons are perpetrated, 

and use a historical and material lens to map the relati onship with agents that may be 

involved, as well as the characteristi cs of the collecti ve struggles and their historical 

background with respect to environmental matt ers. 

The documentati on process must prioriti se restorati on of the historical memory of 

confl icts, actors, and violati ons. These are ethical and historical records that can also 

be used later in judicial scenarios and arenas, and that are likely to become formal 

proof when bringing those responsible to trial. This practi ce is part of our working 

vision, as formalising the ISS and its tools can contribute substanti ally to instruments 

such as the Binding Treaty and its possible internati onal scenarios of transnati onal 

justi ce.  

5.1.3 Preventi on as a response

With limited resources and capaciti es, and in a context marked by diff erent forms 

of violence against defenders in diff erent parts of the region, the ISS has supported 

specifi c cases and has achieved results that nurture the hope of contributi ng – from 

our abiliti es – to safeguarding the life and integrity of politi cal subjects at risk. Reaching 

this possibility entails a permanent analysis of the context in which TNCs commit 

their criminal acts, understanding the current situati on in the territories and the risk 

and vulnerabiliti es that parti cipati ng organisati ons and movements face. All of these 

aspects must also be addressed through permanent politi cal formati on. 

The capacity for acti on to prevent risks and vulnerability that could lead to killing, 

deprivati on of liberty, prosecuti ons, among other practi cal components of 

criminalisati on, depends on a regular and updated analysis of the situati on. This 

will only be possible through strategic coordinati on with allied movements and 

organisati ons, and with their own solidarity instruments. 
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5.1.4  Accompaniment and follow-up during and 
aft er situati ons of risk and vulnerability

One of the challenges regarding violati ons that we describe in this document relates 

to the capacity to provide accompaniment and follow-up support to collecti ve politi cal 

subjects at risk. Even if we can express internati onalist solidarity once an injusti ce take 

place, a comprehensive tool needs to accompany and follow up with those who suff er 

violati ons as well as their collecti ves and families, using rapid response strategies and 

emergency support at diff erent levels based on the magnitude of the situati ons that 

need to be addressed. FoEI has signifi cant experience on this matt er, but ever-growing 

threats have exposed follow up challenges. 

Therefore, this is an invitati on to develop the ISS collecti vely, to bring together 

experiences and capaciti es to respond more eff ecti vely and at a higher volume to the 

challenges that come from the growing power of TNCs. In this way, we can contribute 

to the growing resistance of peoples and their social movements. 
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