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The new EU energy package is not enough 
 

The EURATOM Treaty must be abolished or reformed and A European Community for Renewable Energies 

and Energy Efficiency must be established as a modern version of The European Coal and Steel Community, 

if the green energy transition is to be accomplished. 

 

On November 30
th

, The European Commission presented a comprehensive energy package. It is part of EU’s 

climate and energy policy framework setting a target of at least 40% greenhouse gas emission reduction for 

2030. Among others, the package comprises legislative proposals on energy efficiency, renewables, design 

of the electricity market, security of electricity supply, governance rules for the Energy Union, Ecodesign, 

and measures to promote private and public energy investments [1].  

 

However, it is far from enough to secure the clean energy transition indicated by the Paris Agreement, if 

the 2° C goal is to be achieved [2]. Although it sets a binding 30% energy efficiency target for 2030 and give 

opportunities for citizens to generate, consume and store their own energy, it does not sufficiently 

encourage phasing out fossil fuels and nuclear power. 

 

“If the so-called capacity mechanisms that do not distinguish between RES, nuclear power and fossil fuels in 

the baseload energy supply, are implemented, the whole clean energy transition comes under threat”, says 

Palle Bendsen from NOAH FoE Denmark’s Uranium Group. “The same is the case if new renewables are no 

longer given priority grid access. First and foremost, decentralised energy production by prosumers must be 

stimulated much more than anticipated in the energy package [3]. And it is essential that large scale 

bioenergy is not viewed as renewable [4]. The transition to a renewable energy system must be guided by 

the remaining carbon budget and the European Union’s fair share thereof. As it is now, the energy transition 

is slowed down, because there is no real phase out of fossil fuels and nuclear power”.  

 

Discrimination of renewable energies starts at EU’s institutional level: Nuclear power has its own Treaty - 

the EURATOM Treaty - singling out one energy source and one industry sector, which are treated 

differently from all other sectors, because EURATOM places a privileged status for direct and indirect EU 

and state funding on the nuclear industry [5]. Thus, any policy aiming at obtaining a level playing field for 

renewables in Europe would imply abolishment or reform of the Treaty. If that is not viable in the short or 

mid-term, unilateral withdrawal should be considered. It has long been established that this is legally 

possible [6].  

 

”In any case, all possible political mechanisms at the European, including the European constitutional level, 

aiming at developing and disseminating renewable energy technologies, should be explored. The 

institutional prerequisite for a sustainable energy transition is A European Community for Renewable 

Energies and Energy Efficiency as a modern version of The European Coal and Steel Community”, says Niels 
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Henrik Hooge from FoE Denmark’s Uranium Group. “Earlier this year, the Austrian government put forward 

a proposal for a protocol, which is to be attached to the Lisbon Treaty as an annex. The aim is to consolidate 

the energy transition in EU’s constitution. The proposal constitutes a fully prepared treaty draft, based on 

the Energy Union. The proposal is supported by several EU member states, but has not yet been discussed in 

the Danish Parliament”. [7] 

 

For further information, please contact:  

 

Niels Henrik Hooge, Tel.: +45 21 83 79 94, E-mail: nielshenrikhooge(at)yahoo.dk and Palle Bendsen, Tel.: 

+45 30 13 76 95, e-mail: palle(at)bendsen.dk 
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